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Zeus as the Again,  it was a  sign  of rain at  Athens when  cteuds in

summer la^ on the top or the sides of ^ym^ttustl the chain
of barren mountains which bounds the Attic plain on the east,
facing the westering sun and catching from his last beams
a solemn glow of purple light. If during a storm a long
bank of clouds was seen lowering on the mountain, it meant
that the storm would increase in fury.2 Hence an altar
of Showery Zeus stood on Hymettus.8 Again, omens of
weather were drawn when lightning flashed or clouds hung
on the top of Mount Parnes to the north of Athens;4 and
there accordingly an altar was set up to sign-giving Zeus.6
The climate of eastern Argolis is dry, and the rugged
mountains are little better than a stony waterless wilderness.
On one of them, named Mount Arachnaeus, or the Spider
Mountain, stood altars of Zeus and Hera, and when rain
was wanted the people sacrificed there to the god and
goddess.6 On the ridge of Mount Tmolus, near Sardes,
there was a spot called the Birthplace of Rainy Zeus,7 prob-
ably because clouds resting on it were observed to presage
rain. The members of a religious society in the island of
Cos used to go in procession and offer sacrifices on an altar
of Rainy Zeus, when the thirsty land stood in need of re-
Zeus as the freshing showers.8 Thus conceived as the source of fertility,
fertility. *t was not unnatural that Zeus should receive the title of
the Fruitful One,9 and that at Athens he should be wor-
shipped under the surname of the Husbandman.10
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